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Legislative Council Select Committee on Local Government.    
 
I wish to make the following points for the committee to consider. 
 
Local government is not working for the benefit of the community. 
 
Here are what I believe to be some of the causes for this unfortunate and undemocratic 
state of affairs.  
 
The Local Government Act is weak. 
 
The Department of Local Government does not work to enforce the Act as it was originally 
intended. 
 
The Department of Local Government acts as a pawn of the West Australia Local 
Governemnt Association (WALGA).  
 
WALGA has enormous power and influence, and acts only to represent its members which 
are the local governments themselves. Through WALGA’s strong influence the situation is 
being exacerbated through the current act review process. As a result, it represents only the 
point of view of Council administrations at the expense of that of the elected members. 
 
The Local Government Act is currently open to manipulation by councils and developers and 
no longer serve the purpose of representing the community. 
Instead, it represents the interests of developers and Council administrations which are 
under their power. 
 
In the City of Melville, we have recently seen this in action through the proposal to build a 
Wave Park on Tomkins Park next to the Swan River, and in the current inappropriate 
developments occurring at Canning Bridge which are contrary to the Council’s own planning 
regulations.  
 
In my own neighbourhood, I am witnessing residential developments which are also 
contrary to the Council’s planning regulations, yet my protests to the council are met only 
by platitudes and responses which demonstrate clearly how numbers are being 
manipulated to meet ‘deemed to comply’ conditions. 
 
The Select Committee has the power to write a report on this state of affairs and to    
instigate a royal commission to investigate the wording and operation of the Local 
Government Act.  
 
This I urgently request of you. 
 
 Margaret Jane Warburton 

 
 




